GUGGENHEIM

Richard Armstrong, Director

March 17, 2014

Via Email: jussi.pajunen@hel.fi
Mr. Jussi Pajunen

Mayor

City of Helsinki

City Hall
Pohjoisesplanadi 11-13
Fl-00170 Helsinki
Finland

Dear Mayor Pajunen:

| am pleased to inform you that the Guggenheim Helsinki project team has made significant progress
with regard to the forthcoming launch of an architectural competition for the proposed museum in
Helsinki. In the period since the City Board's vote of approval on January 13, 2014 to allocate the
proposed site for the competition, we have begun the planning process for the competition and look
forward to working in cooperation with the City of Helsinki, the State of Finland, and the Finnish
Association of Architects (SAFA).

| would like to take this opportunity to share our plans for the next several months, and to outline the
immediate next steps with regard to the competition planning process. An important part of the
competition will be the appointment of the jury to deliberate over the competition submissions and
oversee the selection of the winning design. At this time, we would like to formally request that the City
of Helsinki name its two competition jury representatives. We are sending a similar request to leadership
at the State level, and hope to finalize the jury composition as soon as possible. As previously discussed,
the jury will be comprised of two designated representatives from each of the City of Helsinki, the State
of Finland, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, and SAFA. In addition to these representatives,
the jury would likely include another renowned architect or expert in the field of architecture and design.

The Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation has identified and is in the process of engaging an
architectural consultant/secretary to oversee the operations of the competition and ensure that it meets
all regulatory measures. We very much look forward to continuing to work with the City of Helsinki,
including all relevant city departments, as the details of the competition and its program are developed,
and would like to relay our steadfast gratitude for your cooperation.

Moving forward, we propose launching the architectural competition in the late spring. As there is much
work to be accomplished in the interim, Deputy Director Ari Wiseman will lead the project team on a
visit to Helsinki during the week of March 24. During this week, the team plans to meet with
representatives of the City, State, various political parties, SAFA, and the City Planning office, along
with various stakeholders and cultural representatives from Helsinki. We expect this week of meetings to
be most productive, and | know Arilooks forward to meeting with you to discuss additional updates in
person.
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We are very much looking forward to having the project gain the attention and support of the
international community as the competition becomes public later this spring, | look forward to seeing
you soon upon my next visit to Finland. Thank you very much for your unwavering support of our
project,

Very best regards,

Richard Armstrong
Director, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum and Foundation

cc Ritva Viljanen, Deputy Mayor, City of Helsinki




