CITY OF HELSINKI

Jussi Pajunen

Mgt 29 February 2016

To the OGP Steering Committee

APPLICATION LETTER

The City of Helsinki hereby applies to take part in the Open
Government Partnership programme for subnational governments. We
would be honoured to be one of the ten cities to be chosen into the
Pioneers’ tier of the programme.

The Open Government Declaration echoes the current strategy
programme of Helsinki, which calls for more openness and citizen
participation (enclosure 1).

In 2014 the City established a dedicated Citizen Participation unit
nested in the City Executive Office’s ICT and communications
department. The unit coordinates democracy and citizen participation
activities in the city including the development of both offline and online
mechanisms for citizen feedback and participation in various stages of
policy making. New software is developed in open source in an
interactive process together with citizen activists and third party
developers including online tools for participatory budgeting.

Helsinki has used crowdsourcing and citizen participation also in
shaping its own IT strategy and the newly launched Digital Helsinki
programme. Online participation is an integral part of the new Digital
Helsinki agenda with tools being developed based on actual citizen
needs in open workshops and user-driven design processes.

The city has been involved, though it's innovation company Forum
Virium Helsinki in running the longest running open data competition for
developers (first Apps4Finland then Open Finland Challenge). The aim
is to encourage developers to find various uses for the data the city has
opened. Among hundreds of other data sets Helsinki has opened up its
spending data, budget data and - more uniquely - its decision making
data. All the tens of thousands of decisions made annually by civil
servants and different committees and boards in the city are published
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in structured open data. Data is published in the award-winning
Helsinki Region Infoshare portal (www.hri fi/fen). Helsinki has a long
history of advocating transparency, accountability and open data (see
e.g9. www. hri.filfen/news/a-transparent-city/ for an overview).

Helsinki works closely and with mutual understanding with various civil
society organizations, researchers and citizen activists. The Helsinki
Neighbourhoods Association Helka (helka.net/briefly-in-english), the
Urban Activism research project (kaupunkiaktivismi.wordpress.com/in-
english/) and Open Knowledge Finland and other civil society
organizations and initiatives are working actively with the city and its
departments to create a more participatory and lively city. The city is
involved in organizing events, hackathons and sponsoring challenges
in app competitions in close liaison with student organizations, civil
society organizations and others. Deepening and widening this
cooperation is welcomed by everyone.

We would welcome the support and feedback from OGP and the
network of international peers in shaping our open government
roadmap and methodologies for the coming years. We are also eager
to share our open government experiences and insights gained in the
work so far — and during the OGP multi-stakeholder process with other
cities in Europe and abroad. In the future, we are also ready to mentor
other cities joining the programme and sharing our best practices on
how to involve citizens and civil society organizations in the process.

We sincerely hope Helsinki could provide a northern hub in this new

OGP network of cities and sub-national entities.

Yours sincerely,

Jussi Pajunen
Mayor of Helsinki
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ENCLOSURE 1
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